
I am fortunate to be the Social 

Worker for Pike County Hospice. The 

hospice team provides services to 

terminally ill patients who choose to 

no longer seek medical interventions 

for their illness. In turn they are able 

to have care, dignity, and respect for 

their end of life care planning. My 

position as social worker allows me to 

provide a variety of services to ensure 

the care is individualized for each 

person and their family. 

Examples of being a hospice social 

worker are to assist with case man-

agement, counsel terminally ill pa-

tients and/or their loved ones, and 

general support. This allows the pa-

tient to achieve continuity of care 

throughout the hospice journey.   
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November is national hospice month 

and this year’s theme is Season’s of 

Caring. This is very fitting to remind 

people that life’s final season can be 

the most fulfilling if people and their 

families look to hospice for help. This 

doesn’t mean the person has given up 

on their life; rather it means they have 

chosen quality of life until the last day. 

Hospice and palliative care can give 

the terminally ill person expert pain 

and symptom control allowing the 

quality of life they are seeking. Along 

with controlling, not curing, the termi-

nal symptoms, the person and their 

family is provided emotional, social, 

and spiritual support as they desire. 

Despite the awareness provided 

throughout the years about hospice 

care; it continues to be under utilized 

by families. Maybe one reason is be-

cause of some common myths that still 

prevail today. 

 

Myth one: The terminally ill per-

son has given up hope. Hospice care is 

redefining hope. Where the person 

once hoped for a cure now may hope to 

be pain free. Hospice care assists 

the person to now spend quality 

time with family or maybe take a 

trip to the beach they always longed 

to do. Hope is different in hos-

pice—it helps the person and family 

fulfill wishes, accomplish tasks, and 

help manage the changes taking 

place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Myth two: Hospice care is only 

for people with terminal cancer. 

Only about 51% of hospice people 

have terminal cancer. Other diagno-

ses in hospice care are heart disease, 

dementia, lung disease, kidney dis-

ease, Aids, ALS (Lou Gehrig’s 

disease), liver disease, and stroke. 

All these diagnoses have end stage 

criteria and guidelines allow the 

person to be eligible along with the 

6 months or less diagnosis from 

their doctor. 

 

Myth three: Hospice is only for 

people who are close to death or 

actively dying. People and families 

need to understand  the work of a 

dying person takes a much longer 

process than what most people 

spend in a hospice program. For 

example, an average length of stay 

for a person in hospice is about 14-

20 days. Whereas the person who 

considers hospice at the 6 months 

prognosis is able to receive all the 

services the hospice team can of-

fer—physical and emotional sup-

port by the hospice nurse, social 

worker, aide, and volunteers all 

supervised by the physician. The 

observable services are skilled 

nursing in the home or long term 

care facility, pain control, and 

symptom management of the dis-

ease process. Things that are not so 

apparent are having someone to 

talk to, be the social worker or 

chaplain or just having someone to 

explain what is happening and be 

As case manager, I help the 

patient and their family access 

support services such as volunteers, 

in-home services, chaplain services, 

companions and other community 

resources to help a patient remain in 

their own home if that is their wish. 

Sometimes patients and families 

need long-term placement for end of 

life care. I can assist with financial 

questions and facility placement. 

Our hospice continues patient care in 

the facility as well as the patient’s 

home.  

 

As counselor, I support the 

dying patient’s wishes and 

assist in resolving life issues that 

may not have been addressed. Some-

times it is hard to deal with the real-

ity of impending death. Counseling 

and being a good listener allows 

people to freely speak about their 

fears, hopes, and beliefs around the 

death and dying journey. Family 

members of dying patients often 

begin grieving well before the pa-

tient’s death. I offer bereavement 

support to the family and friends, 

while helping them to find positive 

ways of coping with their impend-

ing loss as a part of the hospice 

experience. Our bereavement pro-

gram continues to support the loved 

ones for at least one year following 

the patient’s death. 

 

General support fills in gaps 

as the patient or family may 

need help achieving due to being 

overwhelmed, having to work, and 

caring for others in the family. One 

example is setting up respite care, 

which allows caregivers time to 

there for support. The goal is to 

help the person find their place 

of acceptance in life, make 

ordinary times become special 

times, live life the best one can, 

and help the caregiver (often a 

family member or spouse) 

throughout the journey with 

their loved one. 

 

The end-of-life care that hos-

pice teams provide to our health 

care is essential. Help remove 

the stigma of what hospice is 

not. Share your experience of 

hospice with someone today; 

ask questions about hospice for 

yourself or a loved one. 
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relax, take a walk, or take care 

of matters outside of the home. 

 

People ask me, “How do you 

do this on a daily basis?”  I 

would say, my desire to help 

people achieve their wishes is 

not always easy and I do be-

lieve this job is not for every-

one.  Fortunately for me, it is an 

honor to work for Pike County 

Hospice. 

Theresa Shotton RN, Hospice Coordinator 
 

Choose  

Pike County 

 Hospice.  

 

Your Local,  

Hometown  

Hospice! 

Donna Ellison, Social Worker 



Donations (July - September 2010) 
James and Marie Leverenz 

In Memory of Mervin Haden 

Jim and Helen Pratt 

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Lynn 

Jane Fanning 

Bonnie Ingram 

Floyd and Catherine Houchins 

In Memory of Betty Spegal Inlow 

Bonnie Ingram 

In Memory of Jim Kirtlink 

Cliff and Ruth Mahar 

In Memory of Orie Lee Lewis 

Bill and Betty Richard 

Bonnie Ingram 

Danny and Karen Lewis 

In Memory of Betty Love 

Jim and Marie Leverenz 
Robert and Annette Parsons 

In Memory of Lois Lyons 

Robert and Betty Minor 

Aubrey and Wanda McFarland 

Earl, Jerry, Bill Huston and families 

Fran Fredericks 

Karl and Tina Dewey 
Buzz and Mary Ann Lovell 

Laura Tully 

Sally and Larry Keithley 

Becky and Gary Prince 

In Memory of Ellen Morrow 

David and Janice Robinson 

In Memory of Ruth McDannold 

Elaine Scherder 

In Memory of Arlene Meinke 

Joe and Rosie Lewis 

In Memory of Howard Oberman 

Ella Brown 

Wanda Grote 

Roger and Beverly Morff 

Dennis and Debra Sieger 

Tim Grote 
Kathleen and Steven Bockhold 

Carroll and Theresa Cannon 

Larry and Ann Cannon 

Ryan and Elizabeth McCarthy 

Darrell and Donna Grote 

Gary and Mary Oberman 

The Oberman Family 
Paul and Beth Fennewald 

Bonnie Ingram 

LeRoy and Margie Vogel 

In Memory of John Pete Redmond 

Marilyn Millan 

In Memory of Charlie Runser 

Nancy Miller 

In Memory of Philip Schaper 
Hazel Worrell 

Bonnie Ingram 

Deanie Ebers 

Sue Raufer 

David and Janice Robinson 

Dan and Christine Dildine 

LeRoy and Margie Vogel 
The Burkemper Law Firm, LLC 

Hope Center 

Young Enterprises, Inc. 

David and Denise Ash 

Bob and Kay Dunn 

Gordon and Judy Voss 

Joseph and Geri Brannon 

George and Cindy Ricks 
John and Joy Briscoe 

Lynn (Peggy) Clasen 

Marvin Riemer 

Leon and Janice McBride 

Gary and Carolyn Studdard 

Kendra and Harry Morrison 

M.K. Hemme 
Dean and Mary Andrews 

Marilyn Millan 

Mike and Debra Betts 

Stephen and Mignon Chismarich 

Ed and Mary Jo Jennings 

Bill and Betty Richard 

Gary and Elaine Luck 

Marty Morrison and Len Scherder 
Linda Whiteside 

Frank and Carol Fanning 

Frances Bogert 

Sue Reynolds 

In Memory of Mildred Scherder 

Elaine Scherder 

In Honor of Bud Saucier’s 89th 

Birthday 
Jim and Talley Saucier 

In Memory of Russell Stoot Jr. 

David and Janice Robinson 

In Memory of Gary Wendel 

Danny and Karen Lewis 

In Honor of Shelley Wiler’s Birth-

day 
Talley Saucier 

General Donations 

Wendel Exteriors, Inc. 

Church of Christ 

Loren DeVilbiss 

Mary Helen Hubert 

Linda Luebrecht 

Judy Hofen 
David and Kelly Carroll 

Phil and Sharon Worrell 

Carolyn Ford 

Angela Silvey 

Laura Shellhorse 

John Wesley Chamberlain Founda-

tion 

Keri Price 
Calvert’s General Insurance Agency 

Angela Silvey 

Calvert’s General Insurance Agency 

Antioch Church 

Kim Reid 

Jan Edwards 

Pike-Lin Quilters 
Renee Davis 

Angela Silvey 

Duey and Sarah Branstetter 

Melissa Miller 

Calvert’s General Insurance Agency 

JoAnn Raney 

Performance Automotive 
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Foundation Donations 
In Memory of Glenn Howard 

Alexander 

Virginia Williams 

Lois Starman 

United Steel Workers 

In Memory of Frank Barnhart 
William and Jill Perkins 

In Memory of Fran Deters Boyd 

Linda Fern Grote 

Nancy Baty 

Louise Carroll 

In Memory of Leona Bradley 

Kathleen Haycraft 

Mike and Gayle Horton 
Pat and Mike Vallar 

Phillip and Anetta Pitney 

John and Paula McIlroy 

The Sheppard Family 

Bank of Louisiana 

In Memory of Donnie Brewer 

Linda Fern Grote 

In Memory of Nettie Crabbs 
Ray and Sharon Love 

In Memory of Shawn Ebers 

Noahie and Joyce Spegal 

Phillip and Pamela Kottwitz 

In Memory of Norman R. Fallesen 

Class of 1965 

In Memory of Donald Foutes 
Stephen and Brenda Foutes 

Wilford Gilbert 

In Memory of Robert Garrett 

Carolyn Scott 

James and Priscilla Scott & family 

Kristen and Chris Plock & family 

Ansel and Carolyn Sanderson 

Art and Lori Stoddard 
Randy and Pam Stoddard 

Jeffrey Stoddard 

Joan Rouse 

In Memory of John Gillis 

Jim and Rita Renner 

Don and Sherry McCarty 

Phil and Anetta Pitney 

Bea Goodin 
Tossie Scharfenberg 

Virginia Smith and family 

In Memory of Mervin Haden 

Moore-Pike Nursing Home 

Briscoe, Rodenbaugh & Brannon 

Jerry and Pam Calvin 

Charles and Linda Snell 
Jim and Mary Jo Barr 

In Memory of M. Hammack 

Moore-Pike Nursing Home 

In Memory of Linda Hays 

John and Cathy McDaniel 

Ron and Wilma Dixon 

Gordon and Judy Voss 

Tom Hays 
Ronnie and Rhonda Bybee 

Cathy Adams and Marsha Ruby 

Buddy and Peggy Bibb 

Terry and Mary Jarboe 

Ada Hanback 

In Memory of Winifred Heaston 

C.R. Baker 

In Memory of Phyllis Hunter 

Margaret Talbert 

Charles and Mary Ann Brown 

Selma Reese 

Glenna Fuerst 

In Memory of Orie Lee Lewis 

Moore-Pike Nursing Home 

Employees of Ingram Plumbing 

In Memory of Betty Love 

Bill and Betty Richard 

Ginger Kottwitz 
Melva Lovell 

In Memory of Ed Marshall 

Theresa and Boyd Shotton 

Bobbette and Steve Schaefer 

In Memory of Raetta McCleery 

Irvin and Diane Fuerst 

In Memory of Howard Oberman 

Dave and Jerri Harrelson 
Robert and JoAnn Cannon 

In Memory of Philip Schaper 

Niemeyer’s R.T.N. 

In Memory of Nellie Scheer 

Ted and Millie Jackson 

In Memory of Janice Ina Logan 

Scott 

Jack and Ruby Altizer 
Jerry and Laura Stumbaugh 

Clareta Tinsley 

In Memory of Gilbert Patrick 

Dan and Norma Roberts 

Roxie McMillen 

The L.H. Lane Family 

Averon and Mary Lou Love 
Phil and Louise Waddell 

Moore-Pike Nursing Home 

In Memory of Lyle Ruby 

Irvin and Diane Fuerst 

In Memory of Jack Sencenbaugh 

William and Jill Perkins 

In Honor of Joyce & Noahie 

Spegal’s 50th Wedding Anniversary 
Ted and Millie Jackson 

In Memory of Gary Watson 

Phillip and Anetta Pitney 

General Donations 

Jackie and Sue Carr 

Church of Christ 

Church of Christ 
DiDi and GiGi’s 

 

Building Fund Donations 
In Memory of Irene Bibb 

Elaine Scherder 

In Memory of Isabel Blackman 

Tom and Barbara Meyer 

In Memory of Jim Bogert 

Bonnie Ingram 

LeRoy and Margie Vogel 

In Memory of Fran Deters Boyd 

Bonnie Ingram 
LeRoy and Margie Vogel 

In Memory of Leona Bradley 

Advocate Capital, Inc. 

David and Janice Robinson 

In Memory of Don Brewer 

Cliff and Ruth Mahar 

In Memory of Les Brown 

Kim Brown Pistner and family 

In Memory of William Buchanan 

Sue Raufer 

David and Janice Robinson 

E. Burdette Burton 

Elaine Scherder 

In Memory of Linda Jones Church 

Bonnie Ingram 

In Memory of Frank Dandridge 

Pike County Courthouse Employees 

In Memory of Ruth K. Edmond 

Mary Gaw 

In Memory of Donald Foutes 

Robert and Nina Peden 

Floyd and Catherine Houchins 

In Memory of Mary Gaw 

 

Thank 

you for 

your  

continued 

support! 
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 Message from the Administrator 

Justin Selle,  

Administrator 

Pike County Health Department 

Home Care and Hospice is more 

than just a health department, a 

home care and a hospice, it is a 

part of the community. Pike 

County Health Department has 

been serving this county for 62 

years. Our Home Health has been 

around for 41 years and our hos-

pice has served Pike and North-

ern Lincoln County for 17 years. 

During all of this time we have 

been in buildings which were not 

designed for us. This meant we 

could never grow with the com-

munity. Now we have broken 

ground for our new facility and 

we are looking to the future.  Our 

dreams are becoming a reality as 

our new building is constructed. 

For so long our dream has been 

to be in a safe building the com-

munity could utilize. Now that 

dream is almost here and we have 

to look to the future of how our 

new building can help the agency 

and community grow. The new 

building will help bring the entire 

agency under one safe roof. This 

means in the future a family will 

be able to utilize all 18 of our 

services at one location. The 

building will even help serve 

residents who do not use our 

services. We will have a large 

conference room which will be 

available for the public to use for 

scheduled events. This new 

building will also help increase 

our use of technology which will 

make us more efficient and bring 

us into the future. Our new build-

ing will be in Bowling Green and 

I think their slogan of “Rising 

with the future” is fitting, be-

cause for us the future is now and 

now we have a future. 

 

On October 27th, the Home 

Care & Hospice Foundation 

broke ground for the new facil-

ity to house all 18 programs and 

services of the Pike County 

Health Department, Home Care 

& Hospice.   

 

Bingman Construction was 

awarded general contractor. 

Several local subcontractors 

will also be working on this 

project. 

   

Construction began immedi-

ately following the ground 

breaking ceremony on Pike 312 

behind Wal-Mart. 

 

 

Ground Breaking…….. 



19 North Main & 5 East Church Street 

Bowling Green, MO 63334 

 

Phone: 573-324-2111 or 573-324-6373 

Fax: 573-324-5517 or 573-324-3057 

E-mail: schumj@lpha.mopublic.org 

Mission Statement 

The Mission of Pike County Health Depart-

ment, Home Care & Hospice is to promote 

safety, wellness and comfort for our commu-

nity by providing quality care and preventive 

services so that all may experience a healthy, 

fulfilling and meaningful life. 

 

History 

The agency has a long history of providing pre-

ventive and health care services to Pike County 

residents.  Public Health services have been 

provided since 1948, with Medicare/Medicaid 

Home Health services added in 1969.  In 1993, 

Hospice was founded.   

Pike County Health Department, 

Home Care & Hospice 

We Care About Your Care… 

Your Health Care. Your Home Care.  

Your Hospice Care. www.pikecountyhealth.org 

Home Care & Hospice Foundation of Pike County 
19 North Main Cross 
Bowling Green, MO 63334 
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